
Cartoon Analysis Worksheet                  National Archives and Records Administration 

Level 1 

Visuals Words (not all cartoons include words) 

1. List the objects or people you see in the cartoon. 

The cartoon shows a baby wearing a shirt that 
says baby boomer retirement being fed by 

social security and taken care of by medical 

care and younger people.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

1. Identify the cartoon caption and/or title.  

             “The Work of America’s Future...”  

2. Locate three words or phrases used by the cartoonist 

to identify objects or people within the cartoon. 

              -Baby boomers' retirement  

              -Social Security 

               - Medical care 

3. Record any important dates or numbers that appear 

in the cartoon. 

          No dates.  

Level 2 

Visuals Words 

2. Which of the objects on your list are symbols? 

          The shirt and the bottle are symbols.  

 

 

 

3. What do you think each symbol means? 

            The bottle symbolizes how the working class is 
basically feeding retirees their money and giving them 

social security.  

 

 
 

4. Which words or phrases in the cartoon appear to be 

the most significant? Why do you think so? 

      It is significant that the shirt says baby boomer 

because it shows which generation is a part of the 

problem at the moment.   

 

 

 

5. List adjectives that describe the emotions portrayed 

in the cartoon.  

-Needy, annoyed,  

Level 3 



1. Describe the action taking place in the cartoon. 

There are a bunch of people working hard to take care of a retired baby boomer. They are holding up a 

bottle that says social security and a cloth that says medical care.  

2. Explain how the words in the cartoon clarify the symbols.  

The bottle is labeled social security noting the major issue going on with retirement. It also says the 

work of Americas future to explain how hard people will need to work so there is enough money to pay 

baby boomers social security.  

 

3. Explain the message of the cartoon. 

When retired baby boomers are using their benefits to their advantage. Their every need is being taken 

care of by people who are still in the workforce.  

4. What special interest groups would agree/disagree with the cartoon's message? Why? 

People who have saved money for retirement of have a 401k account might disagree. They may not think 

they are overusing their social security benefits.  

 

 


